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“Ice Cream John”
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Long Island ABATE
Story on page 25

by Andrea
Peponakis-Matzner

MAY MEETINGS
Tuesday May 8th Suffolk
Tuesday May 15th Nassau
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www.longislandabate.org//1-888-liabate

A B A T E is American Bikers for Awareness, Training & Education
The main purpose of the ABATE organization is to work toward continued freedom of
the road by insuring that motorcyclist's point of view is presented to our legislators and
to promote motorcycle safety, rider education and awareness. We are trying to alleviate
the very real possibility of "Big Brother Government". We encourage all our members to
be informed registered voters. We write letters to our elected officials and stay aware of
what is going on with motorcycle legislation, education, and other transportation issues.
We welcome interested persons to any of our activities or to join our organization.
MAILING ADDRESS

2018 Long Island ABATE Board Members
President——————–—Jim Barr / Longislandabate@aol.com
Vice President 1 ————Nick LaMorte / zuma51@aol.com
Vice President 2———— Nancy Greenseich / nancygee66@gmail.com
Treasurer ———————-Bill Quinn / nevalnut@aol.com
Membership Secretary—George DeMott / gdemott@gmail.com
Recording Secretary—– Roseann Barr / liabate@aol.com
Sergeant-at-arms——–—Chris Beckhans / cbeckhans@aol.com
Legislative/Safety
Mike Lauro / mlauro@optonline.net
Volunteer Coordinator—-Andrea Peponakis / profe239@aol.com
Road Captain————–—Joe Pizzo / joepizzo18@yahoo.com
Chaplain———————– Gerry Waldron / Gerry.bfceli@gmail.com
Public Relations————Andrea Peponakis / profe239@yahoo.com
Products————————Kathy Pfeil / frstbofeastwick@aol.com
Website/Newsletter—– -Nancy Greenseich / nancygee66@gmail.com

Long Island ABATE encourages
all members to submit letters,
articles or cartoons they feel
may be of interest to fellow
ABATE members. Long Island
ABATE supports the rights of
ALL motorcyclists, however
Long Island ABATE does not
endorse any products or services
other than its own. All articles
and photo’s within the contents
of this newsletter and our website are property of Long Island
ABATE. You may not use them
without express written consent
of the newsletter editor, webmaster, or LI ABATE board.
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Please email your
newsletter submissions to
Nancy Greenseich
Nancygee66@gmail.com
or on facebook under
Long Island ABATE

Long Island ABATE
P.O. BOX 22
YAPHANK, NY 11980
Call the ABATE HOTLINE anytime
For any info or to contact any officer

1-888-LIABATE
Contact us if you would like to
advertise in the ABATE newsletter at
1-888-liabate. Classified ads are free
to members. Event Flyers are free for
one month.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

Disclaimer: Th e th ough ts and
opinions expressed in this
newsletter are those of the
individual contributors alone and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Long Island ABATE Board
and its members.

If you would like to advertise in our monthly newsletter, please
send your ad to nancygee66@gmail.com and payment to
Long Island ABATE PO Box 22 Yaphank, NY 11980

Newsletter Advertisement Rates
Business Card size $5 a month/$60 yearly
1/4 Page $10 a month/$120 yearly
1/2 Page $20 a month/$240 yearly
Full Page $40 a month/$480 yearly
Run/Event Flyers One Month Free
Free For Sale Advertisements to all LI ABATE
Members

Attention Amazon Online Shoppers
Long Island ABATE is pleased to announce that we are
now registered with Amazon as a charitable
organization. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to charities
selected by its customers.
Please use the link below when shopping on Amazon to
support Long Island ABATE.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3331806
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2018 Long Island ABATE Court Dates, Meetings & Events
Tuesday May 8th General Meeting Lake Ronkonkoma
Tuesday May 15th General Meeting Massapequa
Sunday June 10th Veterans Appreciation Run
Tuesday June 12th General Meeting Lake Ronkonkoma
Tuesday June 19th General Meeting Massapequa

Reminder: Tuesday May 8th, Long Island ABATE
general meeting. Free Food is at 6:30 pm. Meeting starts at
7:30pm at the Lake Ronkonkoma Fire District Hall on the n/e
corner of Hawkins Ave and Portion Road (177 Portion Road
Lake Ronkonkoma)
To accommodate those who live in Western Suffolk and
Nassau County, we will have an informal meeting on
Tuesday, May 15th. Pizza will be served at 7pm. Meeting will
start at 7:30pm at the Marine Corps League
@ 99 New York Ave in Massapequa.
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Watch out for potholes! The roads really took a beating this winter so be very
careful out there. It appears like the seams between the lanes is especially bad this
year. Mike Lauro, our Safety Officer has expressed this specific concern to the Suffolk County Traffic Safety Committee to get the wor d out to all the town, county
& state municipalities to pay special attention to the trenches between lanes.
Thanks to the tremendous efforts of Lotus Dunn from ABATE of Oklahoma, we
were awarded a grant of nearly $30,000 for our Safety & Awareness campaign from
the New York State Governors Traffic Safety Committee! We have already been approved to purchase $3,000 worth of lawn signs and we have submitted proposals for
another $20,000 worth of advertising ideas. Once we receive approval, we will implement the awareness campaign. This year we are focusing on the left turn issue. Too
many motorcyclists are being injured/killed from car drivers turning left in front of
us! Our intent is to get drivers to look for a motorcycle before turning left. With
Lotus’ assistance, we have just submitted another grant application for 2019 for
nearly $80,000. I hope we are approved again.

The new lawn sign for 2018
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I will be headed to Mobile Alabama with George DeMott on Wednesday, May 9th
to attend the annual NCOM (National Coalition Of Motorcyclists) conference. The
purpose of the event is for representatives from MC’s from across the country, to get
together and formulate a national legislative agenda. Everyone puts aside their differences for a few days to focus on the big picture of protecting the rights of ALL motorcyclists. As you know, ABATE is not a Motorcycle Club, but we are an MRO
(Motorcycle Rights Organization) so its only natural for MRO’s to be involved with
the national agenda.
I will leave Alabama on Sunday and spend the night in Myrtle Beach for Bike Week.
Then on Monday, I will meet Nick LaMorte & Mike Lauro in Washington DC in preparation for Bikers Inside The Beltway. The MRF (Motorcycle Riders Foundation)
hosts this event so motorcycle activists from across the country can focus their national lobbying at the same time. They come from as far away as Alaska to lobby for all of
us. Monday night the MRF will brief us all about the agenda and provide us with packets for our representatives that includes all the bills we support or oppose. Mike Lauro, our Legislative Officer (besides Safety Officer ) has set up appointments for us
to meet with all the Long Island Congress members, or their staff on Tuesday. I’m
looking forward to a productive week, with a little wind therapy in the process.
We have started installing our motorcycle awareness signs. We currently have arrangements to install signs with Suffolk County, Brookhaven & Babylon Town, and
working on an arrangement with Oyster Bay Town. I would like to publicly thank Pat
Ohara, an ABATE member who took it upon himself to contact Babylon Town
Clerk Gerry Compitello to request that we be per mitted to install our signs within Babylon town. As a result, they have identified 4 locations for our signs to be installed. Pat is installing the signs early in the upcoming week. Thank you very much
Pat! This is a perfect example of how anyone can reach out on behalf of Long Island
ABATE and get something positive done for all of us.
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Members of the Wounded Warriors Amputee Softball Team (WWAST) will be in
town May 17th-20th. Every member of the team is a Veteran who is missing at least 1
limb. But that won’t stop them from putting on an amazing exhibition as they play
against the Long Island All Stars on Sunday, May 20th at the Medford Athletic Complex
at 12:30. Long Island ABATE, Patriot Guard Riders & USVMC (United States Veterans Motorcycle Club) will have the honor of providing them with a motorcycle escort
from their hotel to the field. Any members are welcome to join us! To view their full
schedule go to woundedwarriorsamputeesoftballteam.org. You can help support their
501c3 organization by purchasing a shirt off their Facebook page at WWASTNY . They
will keep the entire $20, but in addition, an anonymous supporter will donate $2.50 to
Long Island ABATE for every shirt sold, to be used toward our Veterans Appreciation
Run on June 10th. And as usual, all donations to our veterans run will be quadrupled by
private donors! Therefore, the WWAST keeps the $20 and ABATE also receives
$10. Talk about money well spent!
Waco update- 4 Special prosecutors are being assigned to prosecute 4 defendants that
Abel Reyna’s office was recused from. In the first of 4 trials, Special prosecutor Brian
Roberts dismissed the case against Matthew Clendennen WITH prejudice! That means
that the charges can NOT be refiled! The Special prosecutor told the court, “I don’t
think the case should have been filed in the first place based on all the facts and evidence that I saw,” Roberts said Monday. “I think there was a clip where Abel Reyna
stated that his basis for filing the engaging charges was because these are criminal
street gangs and everyone who was a supporter was being filed on. “In my opinion, that
just wasn’t a sufficient basis to charge someone without any evidence that they were involved in any wrongdoing that day,” he said. “I am very confident in my decision. As a
matter of fact, it was something that the four of us discussed. There was just no evidence
to show he was involved in anything that happened there, other than being present, and
that ain’t enough.” This is great news for the defendants that are innocent!! Additionally, 15 cases were dismissed May 3rd and another 90 cases are expected to be dismissed. It looks as if they will end up prosecuting about 25 defendants. Nearly 200 arrested and 155 indicted, and once Abel Reyna lost his primary election, his office reduces the prosecutions to 25 people! This man’s tactics are despicable and reprehensible! I
hope karma catches up with this pathetic excuse of a human being!
Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 8th. Come on down and meet US Senate candidate Pat Hahn who will be attending the meeting to lear n what our specific issues
are. I have spoken with him and I am pleased with his current knowledge and support of
our issues.
But come share your own interests with him. You can check out his website
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at www.Hahn-ussenate2018.com . All other US Senate candidates are also welcome.
See you Tuesday!
Stay Safe! Jim Barr
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..And just like that, its May. We will be doing booths at different events.
Emails will be sent out if we need volunteers, so if you can help out please let
us know.
June 10th is the Veterans Run. $20 per person and whatever gets raised will
be quadrupled by 3 private donors. This year we are not going to Montauk,
instead we will be ending in Sag Harbor at Havens Beach. After the ceremony, there will be an optional after party back at the Riverhead Elks. Food
tickets will be sold in the morning during registration for $5. There will be
live music by Sucker Punch, who generously donated their time for our event.
Campout tickets will be on sale $30 and the day of the campout they will be
$40. We will have tickets available starting on Tuesday at our Suffolk General Meeting. Tickets are also available to purchase online through our website. They will be mailed to you before the campout.
Ride Safe, Happy Mothers Day to all the moms, and Remember our Veterans
this coming Memorial Day. Take Care Nancy
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VOLUNTEERISM

Volunteer Coordinator: Andrea Peponakis-Matzner

Hello, My Friends!
A huge thank you to all the volunteers who offered their dedication to ABATE
and helped in more ways than one on April 15th for the Ninth Annual Awareness
Run. Linda, Melody, Blair, Margaret, Ken, Karen, Jack, Bill, Jason, Alee, Rich,
Debbie, George, Lou, Joe (to name a few) and all the LI ABATE Board Members: You are all amazing!!! Thank you to Steve Bellone for attending and
speaking at this very important event. Much appreciation goes out to Bob for offering The Maples as our after-party gathering. It was great to see all of you
and I look forward to seeing you soon.
Once again, here is the annual list of our events for you to mark on your
calendars.

Sunday, June10, 2018- Veterans Appreciation Run
Saturday, August 18- Sunday, August 19, 2018 - Campout
Sunday, November 4, 2018- St. Mary's Toy Run
Saturday, December 8, 2018- ABATE Christmas party
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LONG ISLAND

ABATE

Please make sure to visit Kathy at the products table at the
Suffolk meetings. If you cannot make a meeting and would like
to get a Long Island ABATE hat, tee shirt , sweatshirt or sweat
jacket please contact Kathy at frstbofeastwick@aol.com. She can
tell you what is available, prices as well as colors.
Thank you for supporting Long Island ABATE!
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Thirty Years of Dedication and Commitment to ABATE:
JOHN F. McDonald
By Andrea Peponakis-Matzner

John F. McDonald, also known affectionately as Ice-Cream John, is ABATE’s
longest standing member: 30 years! Native Long Islander and ice-cream truck
owner, John began his dedication to ABATE in 1988 as one of the original members of Western Suffolk ABATE and rose to become President of this chapter
from 1998 to 2001. In 2001, Eastern and Western Suffolk ABATE Chapters combined to show unity for the same causes. John has held a variety of Board positions through the years. He has been and remains an active voice for all motorcyclists. Of all the motorcyclists’ causes that John has lobbied for in Albany, his biggest achievement and the one that he is proudest of is his active role in getting
motorcycles to be allowed in the HOV lane. In addition to this, John has been
present at 98% of the ABATE meetings through his 30 years. He has gone into
BOCES classes as an advocate of safe driving and awareness. He organized the
original ABATE campout in 1997. John has been and remains an active member
in many ways.
On April 10, 2018, John was honored at the LI ABATE general meeting for his
achievement.
John F. McDonald, congratulations to you on this outstanding display of service
and dedication to ABATE! You serve as a true example of devotion to motorcycle
enthusiasts everywhere. We all thank you for what you represent and have done
for the community.
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Thank you to all the
advertisers that supported
this years handbook.
2018 Free Handbook will be
available at the April 15th
Awareness Run and throughout the year at meetings and
booths. Don’t forget to get
yours when they are available
and supplies last!
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Listed in the centerfold are
Motorcycle Club and various
events for 2018.
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I would like to Thank the Long Island ABATE membership for entrusting me with the position of
Membership Chair.
With approximately 2000 members, this job is a large task, keeping our records up to date, getting
out new membership cards, sending out renewal reminders.
However, I want it to be so much more to grow our Voice, both locally, as well as at the State and
Federal level.
Retention of members is my first priority. I need to develop methods, incentives and programs to
keep our numbers maintained and growing.
a)
I’m creating a survey to send out, collect the data to determine what our membership,
likes, dislikes and needs from Long Island ABATE.
b)
Develop a Network of vendors, schools, shops that will give great discounts and priority
service only to current ABATE members.
c)
Develop Awareness and Training that could save a life or just make biking more
enjoyable.
Second; recruit new membership through community awareness of Long Island ABATE.
a)
b)
c)

Street Fair Booths, not just Biker Events.
Radio Shows
Public Safety Announcements (PSAs)

Anyone with any ideas, please submit them to me via my email: gdemott@gmail.com
I have and will continue to set up a table at each of our meetings, to take renewals, check
membership status, correct emails and give out pins.
Thank You for your continued support of Long Island ABATE.
George
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“In Memory of”
Robert W. Golden

Long Island ABATE and The Patriot Guard Riders of New York lost one of our own. Robert W.
Golden, of East Moriches, LI, died on Sunday, January 21, 2018 at the age of 66.
Raised in Sayville, Bob graduated from Sayville High School in 1970. As a PGRNY member, Bob
was dedicated to honoring veterans and service members. Even with health issues from an accident, he tried to make all the missions he could. He will be missed by many.
Bob was an avid boater and fisherman, and worked for nearly thirty years as a commercial fisherman. Bob was also a Service Manager and Regional Sales Manager for Mercury Marine.
If you would like to make a donation in memory of Bob, your donation will go directly towards the
Veterans Appreciation Run 2018 and will be quadrupled. The donations raised will be distributed
in October at a special Veterans Appreciation Dinner.
Please go to the link below if you would like to make a donation
https://longislandabate.org/about/in-memory-of-donations/
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Long Island ABATE is a proud member of the
AMA and the MRF.

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
®

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 115TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN

MILWAUKEE

Roll into Milwaukee Labor Day Weekend 2018 and join the celebration.
No matter what you ride, or even if you haven’t started yet, all are
welcome to join.

38

Long Island ABATE Stavros Dalambakis Scholarship Committee
will be awarding three $500.00 scholarships this year.
Two will be for Graduating High School Seniors going to college
or vocational school and one will be for a Matriculating
College/Vocational school Student.
Please download the application and return to the address
provided no later than June 30, 2018.
Applicants must be a child, grandchild or a legal adoptee of a
Long Island ABATE Member who will be the sponsor.
The Long Island ABATE member must be in good standing and
up to date with their membership. Good Luck!!
https://longislandabate.org/2018-long-island-abatescholarship-application/
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For Sale
2003 Harley Touring Bike
Stage 3 Kit, Low Miles, Mint Condition, Estate Sale,
Must Sell!

631-553-3047
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1999 Road King classic 137,000 Miles. $3,000.
631 637 1193
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Please visit the Motorcycle Profiling Project website if you would like more
information and to participate in the National Motorcycle Profiling Survey
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http://www.motorcycleprofilingproject.com

Dear Members,

This is YOUR newsletter so I will fill it with all the information, articles, pictures
and fun stuff that is sent to me.

Mailings: Our newsletter is paperless. Every month you will be sent an email
with a link to the newsletter when it gets posted on our website at
www.longislandabate.org. Do to it being very expensive, we can no longer print and mail the newsletters
out to the membership.
Advertisements: If you are interested in advertising your business in our newsletter, please see the
prices on page 3 of the newsletter.
Flyers and Events: If you have a flyer to submit, please email it to me at nancygee66@gmail.com
Please get it to me before the month of your event. There will be a fee if your flyer is listed more than
once.

Your Submissions: Please feel free to send in pictures, funny cartoons, stories, ideas for the newsletter. I am open for all suggestions, comments, complaints. If you have a bike or parts for sale, I can list
it. If you would like your own column on household tips, recipes, or great riding places to go to, concert
info, or a community service thing going on, please contact me.
Thank you and Ride Like the Wind!!
Nancy
Editor Long Island ABATE Monthly Newsletter
Nancygee66@gmail.com

631-220-1004

2018
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For Sale
2010 Fatboy Low, 96 cu. In. 3,823 Miles
Asking $12,000 ... **Contact Mike at 1-516-390-5395

54

Trike for Sale
2005 Rewaco hs4 1967 cc
air-cooled vw engine
Many extras and parts
Selling for $11,000.
Contact Info:
Carl 631 680 9221
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2015 Street Bob. 1,857 miles.
Take over $12,000 loan.
843-855-1765
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