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Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication 

The main purpose of the ABATE organization is to 
work toward continued freedom of the road by insur-
ing that motorcyclistôs point of view is presented to 
our legislators and to promote motorcycle safety, 
rider education and public awareness. We are trying 
to alleviate the very real possibility of ñBig Brother 
Governmentò. We encourage all our members to be 
informed registered voters. We write letters to our 
elected officials and stay aware of what is going on 
with motorcycle legislation, and other transportation 
issues. We welcome interested parties to any of our 
activities or to join our organization. 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Long island ABATE board and itôs members. 
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P.O. BOX 22 
YAPHANK, NY 11980 

Long Island ABATE  

ABATE HOTLINE  

1-888-LIABATE  

Call the ABATE HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 

Long Island ABATE  encourages all members to submit let-

ters, articles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow 

ABATE  members. Long island ABATE  supports the rights of 

ALL motorcyclists, Long Island ABATE  does not endorse any 

products or services other than its own. 

All articles and photoôs within 
the contents of this newslet-
ter and our website are the 
property of Long Island 

ABATE . You may not use 

them without the express 
written consent of the news-
letter editor, webmaster or 

the Long Island ABATE  

board. 



 

Hello Long Island ABATE Members,  
 
 I Hope all are well. As you almost all know our Awareness Run was postponed due to weather. We are try-
ing to reschedule this event. Everyone will be notified via email and or social media.  
Can you say Bike Nights? We have teamed up with Frogzz Saloon and Road Captain in Ronkonkoma as 
well as Mayhem Radio in Nassau and Suffolk and a few others locally on Wednesday nights PM for more 
details, And Red River on Thursday nights ,Keep an eye on Facebook as to where we will be. Hope to see 
you out there. 
Handbooks and New lawn signs are here!! The handbooks have a centerfold with all the motorcycle events 
in it as well as a list of preferred vendors and supporter advertisements. Pick up location are throughout 
Nassau and Suffolk counties. In Nassau you can pick them up at First Manufacturing in Freeport as well as 
Nassau Harley. In Suffolk you can pick them up at Frogzz in Ronkonkoma, Twisted Cycle in Medford, 
Chaos Cycle in Shirley, and Red River in Yaphank. We will also have them at Bike Nights as well as other 
events we attend and if that doesnôt work message us and we will get them to you. Once we have meet-
ings, they will be available there too. 
Meetings, we have a few possible locations we are still working on. We should be able to have one this 
month if all goes well, Once the details are worked out everyone will be notified. I like most of you canôt wait 
to get together. 
May is Motorcycle Awareness month. Our job is to make Everyone aware, not just motorist in cars and 
trucks. We must become more aware ourselves. Aware of our machines, our surroundings (traffic, road 
conditions etc.) and our Abilities. We are more responsible for our safety then we realize. With that being 
said we should all take a few minutes and assess our machines, check all the basics T-CLOCS T-Tires, 
wheels and brakes. C-Controls, handlebars, levers, pedals, cables, hoses, and throttle. L- Lights & Elec-
trics, lights, battery, switches, wiring and mirrors. O-Oil and other fluids, levels, and leaks. C-Chassis, 
frame, suspension, chain or belt, and fasteners. S-Stands, center stand and side stand. If you do not know 
how ask someone or bring it to a shop. After our machines are road worthy, we should assess our abilities. 
As good as we think we are there is always room for improvement. Whether it is a basic rider course or an 
advanced class you can always learn something and apply it. Most schools in the area will give a discount 
to ABATE members. 
Long Island ABATE is always looking for volunteers and their input to better the organization. Anyone who 
has any ideas please reach out to a board member. Volunteers are needed for booths as well as other ar-
eas within the organization if anyone is interested feel free to reach out to us 
Ride Safe, Be Careful and Have Fun 
 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Ride Safe, Be Careful and Have Fun 

Chris Beckhans, President of Long Island ABATE 
chrisliabate@gmail.com 
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¶ My boss told me to have a good day.  So I 
went home. 
 
¶ A woman walks into a library and asked if 
they had any books about paranoia.  The librar-
ian says, ñTheyôre right behind you!ò 
 
¶ My wife told me I had to stop acting like a 
flamingo.  So I had to put my foot down. 
 
¶ I couldnôt figure out why the baseball kept 
getting larger.  Then it hit me. 
 
¶ Where do you find a cow with no legs?  
Right where you left it. 
 
¶ Why wouldnôt the shrimp share his treasure?  
Because he was a little shellfish. 
 
¶ Two cows are standing in a field.  One cow 
says, ñDid you hear about that outbreak of mad 
cow disease?  It makes cows go completely in-
sane!ò  The other cow replies, ñGood thing Iôm a 
helicopter.ò 
 
¶ Did you hear about the kidnapping in the 
park?  They woke him up. 
 
¶ I think I would like a job cleaning mirrors.  
Thatôs something I can see myself doing. 
 
¶ I took the shell off my racing snail thinking it 
would make him go faster.  If anything, it made 
him more sluggish. 
 
¶ Just remember ï youôre never completely 
useless.  You can always serve as a bad exam-
ple! 
 
¶ Never criticize someone until you have 
walked a mile in their shoes. That way, when 
you criticize them, you'll be a mile away, and 
you'll have their shoes. 
 
¶ What's the difference between a hippo and a 
zippo? One is really heavy, and the other is a 
little lighter. 
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On April 9, 2021 the motorcycle community lost one of our beloved mem-
bers. Karen Wirth left this world to reunite with her husband Kenny whose 
death preceded hers by almost a year to the date. Karen Wirth and her 
husband Kenny had been active Long Island ABATE members for 6 years. 
If you were a new member attending a meeting or event for the first time it 
was probably Karen who was welcoming you to the family. She always 
went out of her way to make everyone feel welcome and included. Karen 
served on the committee that assisted with the disbursement of checks 
raised through the yearly Veterans Appreciation Run. Another one of 
Karenôs projects was coming up with the idea and producing the Look For 
Motorcycle books to encourage young children to look for motorcycles 
while in the car with their family. Inside the booklets they could write down 
the manufacturer and color of the bike as well as if it had one rider or two. 
Her thought was that if we can teach young children to see motorcycles on 

the road while they are passengers in vehicles then they would in turn be more aware of bikes on the road 
as drivers.  
   Karen was also a member of the Patriot Guard Riders for over eleven years. She along with her husband 
Kenny stood more missions than anyone could count. They were part of 
the group often referred to as the ñUsual Suspectsò. It didnôt matter the 
weather you could always count on Karen and Kenny to be there to 
honor that Veteran, often a half an hour before the mission required you 
to be there because in Kennyôs mind a half an hour early is ON TIME. I 
remember attending my first Patriot Guard mission unsure if I was even 
going to stay and return for another mission as I did not know anyone 
nor did I ride a motorcycle which is not a requirement however the ma-
jority of members ride. Sitting at a table having lunch with my children 
Karen and Kenny walked over to us and introduced themselves asking 
why are we seated alone? I responded by saying I didnôt know anyone here and with that they both intro-
duced themselves and asked if they could join us. From that day forward a friendship was formed. A few 
years into Karenôs time with the PGR she was named a Ride Captain. Karenôs main responsibility was the 
Welcome Homes at Macarthur Airport for our service men and woman returning from deployments. As we 
stood for less and less welcome homes as the troops deployed became less in numbers Karen would Ride 
Captain other Patriot Guard missions as well. Karen was old school. She had no problem pointing out to 
you if you were not acting in a professional manner. That flag line is the most recognized symbol of the Pa-
triot Guard and she ensured it was ship shape. She also enjoyed our monthly HOTH (Help On The Home 
front) visits to the Northport VA where we would spend a couple hours with the Veteranôs residing there and 
play some bingo and celebrate whosever birthday it was that month. 
   Karenôs work honoring Veterans was not just limited to her Patriot Guard missions. She had made up 
these cards similar to a business card. Cards were double sided on one side was our American Flag and 
on the other it said Thank You for Your Service. She carried these cards everywhere she went. If she 
would see a man or woman wearing a hat or another form of clothing indicating they were a Veteran sheôd 
approach them, thank them for their service and hand them one of the cards she made up. Many of times 
we were out at lunch and while eating sheôd see a Veteran enter or already seated and stop eating her 
meal, get up and walk over and hand them a card and say thank you. 
   Karen and Kenny were like everyoneôs role model. If you followed their example you were a better person 
for it. They loved and supported you unconditionally. If you ever needed anything you could count on them 
to be there. Karen also gave the best hugs. If you have ever been hugged by Karen as Iôm sure many of 
you have you know exactly what I mean.  In closing I ask you to do me one favor. If you are ever out and 
about and you see a total stranger who is a Veteran, please stop what you are doing and approach that 
person and say thank you. I know if you do Karen will be up there in heaven smiling from ear to ear and her 
legacy will live on. I will miss you Karen Wirth however I take solace in the fact that you are reunited with 
your soul mate Kenny in Heaven riding free 
                                                                  John ñSmileyò Fenech 

                                                                 Proud ABATE member  
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