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Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication 

The main purpose of the ABATE organization is to 
work toward continued freedom of the road by insur-
ing that motorcyclistôs point of view is presented to 
our legislators and to promote motorcycle safety, 
rider education and public awareness. We are trying 
to alleviate the very real possibility of ñBig Brother 
Governmentò. We encourage all our members to be 
informed registered voters. We write letters to our 
elected officials and stay aware of what is going on 
with motorcycle legislation, and other transportation 
issues. We welcome interested parties to any of our 
activities or to join our organization. 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Long island ABATE board and itôs members. 

MAILING ADDRESS  

P.O. BOX 22 
YAPHANK, NY 11980 

Long Island ABATE  

ABATE HOTLINE  

1-888-LIABATE  

Call the ABATE HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 

Long Island ABATE  encourages all members to submit let-

ters, articles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow 

ABATE  members. Long island ABATE  supports the rights of 

ALL motorcyclists, Long Island ABATE  does not endorse any 

products or services other than its own. 

All articles and photoôs within 
the contents of this newslet-
ter and our website are the 
property of Long Island 

ABATE . You may not use 

them without the express 
written consent of the news-
letter editor, webmaster or 

the Long Island ABATE  

board. 



Hello Long Island ABATE Members, 
 
I hope all are well. This month I would like to report we had our Annual Awareness Run and 
I would like to thank everyone for their support and thank all the volunteers that helped to 
make it happen. We were able to raise some money for awareness and sell some products 
as well as sign up members and renew them also. After that we met to plan our Veteranôs 
appreciation run. Shortly after that a few of us went to Bikers in the beltway in Washington 
D.C. As I write this Rolling Thunder/Rolling to Remember in D.C. has yet to be confirmed 
there have been reports of permits being denied, Hopefully not. 
 
Can you say Meetings?  Membership meetings will resume finally. Our first scheduled meet-
ing is set for Tuesday June 8th with a 7pm start time, we will be there to set up 6:15-6:30pm. 
The meetings will be held at the Ronkonkoma FD meeting hall which is located at the north-
east corner of Portion Road and Hawkins Avenue. I am looking forward to seeing everyone. 
After that we will be having our annual Veteranôs Appreciation Run Sunday June 13th time 
and place to be announced. Later in the month there will be a meet and greet with the 
Wounded Warriors Amputee Softball Team time and place to be announced via Email and 
Facebook. 
 
We continue to promote Bike Nights on Wednesday nights at Frogzz Saloon in Ronkon-
koma as well as the Mayhem Radio Bike Nights throughout Nassau and Suffolk county and 
some of the other are bike nights PM for more details. Thursday nights are at the Red River 
in Yaphank. I also am trying out motorcycle safety events at various locations. The first was 
set to be at Twisted Cycle; where you will be able to do a safety check of your bike and be 
more familiar with what to check and how to check it in a relaxed atmosphere with profes-
sional advice as well as a snack and refreshments. Stay tuned for updates on how it goes 
and where it is happening. I will post info on Facebook. If you have a shop or know of one in 
Nassau or Suffolk and want to get involved, please call or email me. Letôs work together to 
stay Safe. 
 
Long Island ABATE is always looking for volunteers and their input to better the organiza-

tion. Anyone who has any ideas please reach out to a board member or myself. Volunteers 

are needed for booths as well as other areas within the organization. If anyone is interested 

feel free to reach out to us. See you soon. 

Ride Safe, Be Careful  and Have Fun 

 

Chris Beckhans,  
President of Long Island ABATE 

chrisliabate@gmail.com 
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A pickpocket is a victim of a motor-
cycle hit-and-run. A police officer 
comes to his aid. 
"Do you remember his license 
plate?" he asks. 
"No" says the pickpocket weakly, 
"but here's his wallet  
 
I would love to buy a Harley David-
son motorcycle...But I can't afford 
all the shirts. 
 

My girlfriend, Ruth, fell off the back 
of my motorcycle. I rode on, ruth-
lessly. 
 

Did you hear about the mute motor-

cycle gang? They don't answer to 

nobody. 

ABATE  
By: Leeanna Rashty  

 
When you think about people who donate 

their time and resources to support their com-

munity and charities that help the less fortu-

nate, I bet men and women in black leather 

covered with tattoos and who show up on 

Harleys is not who you picture. Well, you would 

be wrong to dismiss them. The ABATE group, 

which stands for American bikers for aware-

ness, training and education are just òthoseó 

types of people.  

 

This group of dedicated men and women 

care about their community and want to give 

back. They help to raise awareness and 

money through bike runs and charity events. 

They show up on loud motorcycles so you can 

hear and see them. You canõt ignore a biker, 

because as they say, loud pipes save lives; 

and itõs not just theirs their bikeõs pipes is sav-

ing. Those pipes are the anthem of charity.  

 

Did you know bikers pay to ride? They could 

just hop on their bike for free, but a lot of the 

time they pay so they can raise funds to sup-

port their selected charity. They pay to be 

apart of that long group of bikes going down 

the highway simply because they care.  

 

Bikers support Veterans, St Maryõs church for 

orphans, and raise awareness and funds to 

educate motorists about motorcyclists, and so 

much more. They arenõt just the nosey 

neighbors, and their bikes are not a nuisance. 

They are just people who have dedicated their 

time to help those who need their help.  

 

So when you see a group of bikers, they might 

just be raising money to support the commu-

nity and give back. So Show some respect to 

these men and women, they ride to make 

their community a better place.  
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Hello Everyone  
The riding season is well on its way. How are you feeling on your mo-
torcycle these days confident, secure, at ease? Most not all motorcy-
clist doesnôt ride all year round in New York.  When the days grow 
short the nights cold and long, we revert back to our cars. 
The nicer weather is upon us and ride we must. The bike blessings, 
the club events, or the rides to somewhere with a few good friends. We 
are never lost when riding our motorcycles, we are just finding un-

charted territory. 
Hopefully your ride has been safety checked by you or your mechanic. Everything from the 
tire pressure to the kickstand has been checked out. 
As you know riding a motorcycle at 55 mph is easier then at 5 mph. There are countless 
web sites and YouTube videos you can look at to improve your slow speed riding skills. By 
the way watching them is not enough. You have to go out and actually practice the slow 
speed maneuvers. 
 
Helpful links to improve your riding skills on your own. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2dwAtrpsE0  from MC motorcycle trainer. 
https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/   Diane  
https://www.lrn2ride.com/  Steve 
https://www.ridelikeapro.com/ Jerry 
http://battleycycles.blogspot.com/2013/05/parking-lot-practice-guide-introduction.html 
 

SAFETY 
LEFT TURNS 

SEE: Search, Evaluate, Execute  
This acronym is used by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) to refer to a strategy for 
perceiving and reacting appropriately to road hazards and your entire riding environment. 
Try this one while youôre riding through town with Intersections. 
IPSGA: Information, Position, Speed, Gear, Acceleration:  
This is used by advanced riders in the UK as a reminder of what steps to take when en-
countering any  hazard on the road. It was introduced as part of Roadcraft system, which is 
used for training police in the UK. 
 

Left -Turning Motorists at Intersections Pose an Accident Risk for Motorcycle Riders  
Left turns are so dangerous because they require the driver to divert his or her attention to 
multiple hazards, including other vehicles, traffic lights, blind spots, and more all at once. 
This type of maneuver is even more difficult when there are circumstances that may amplify 
the level of danger on the road. 
 Left-turn accidents are dangerous for every motorist, especially motorcyclists. Unfortu-
nately, left-turn crashes where vehicles turning left hit motorcycles going straight through an 
intersection are one of the most common types of motorcycle crashes. Left-turn incidents 
can cause the motorcycle rider to suffer life changing injuries..They can suffer skull frac-
tures, traumatic brain injuries, broken bones, spinal injuries, abdominal injuries, facial disfig-
urement, or death. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2dwAtrpsE0
https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/
https://www.lrn2ride.com/
https://www.ridelikeapro.com/
http://battleycycles.blogspot.com/2013/05/parking-lot-practice-guide-introduction.html
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Left-turn collisions happen for a number of reasons. 
Failing to see the rider. Because of the smaller stature of the motorcycle, it is less visible 

to others on the road. Many left-turn accidents occur when a driver does not see the 
motorcycle and rider and slams into it as it goes through the intersection. 

2. Trying to beat a light. Often a motorist trying to beat the light and turn left will not see that 
a motorcyclist who has right of way is legally entering the intersection to proceed straight 
and will hit him or her often at an increased speed. The driver could also misjudge the time 
he has to safely get through the light. 
3. Driving through an intersection illegally. Some motorists will make a left turn illegally when 
a light is red or the motorcycle rider has the right of way. 
4. Passing a vehicle. When a driver is passing a vehicle, he may be speeding or too fo-
cused on the vehicle he is trying to pass, and doesnôt see the oncoming motorcycle. 
5. Distracted driving. Being able to see smaller motorcycles and judging the time to turn left 
at a light requires a driverôs total concentration. When he or she is texting, talking on a cell 
phone, or eating and drinking, he can fail to see the rider or otherwise make a mistake that 
causes a left-turn accident with dire consequences.. 
Who Is at Fault in a Left-Turn Motorcycle Accident? 
Does it matter? The motorcyclist loses every time. 
Drivers are required to be alert and yield the right of way to the proper motorist or motorcy-
cle rider. For this reason, the driver turning left will almost always be found at fault in caus-
ing the accident. Often this driver will also be speeding, through a light or trying to pass an-
other vehicle. 
There are exceptions to this rule when the motorcycle rider could be considered at least 
partially at fault in causing the accident. 
If the motorcyclist is speeding  at an excessive speed that gives the other motorist insuffi-
cient time to react. 
    The motorcyclist is in the wrong lane , such as going straight when he is in a left turn lane 
or in the right lane and doesnôt have an unobstructed vision of the car making the left turn. 
    The motorcyclist speeds through a red light when another driver is waiting in the intersec-
tion to turn left. 
Tips for Avoiding Left -Turn Accidents  
Motorcyclists can avoid left-turn accidents by defensive driving  techniques. 
SLOW DOWN 
  Anticipate a collision. A motorcycle rider should anticipate an accident every time or he or 
she enters an intersection and check to see if oncoming traffic is turning leftðwhether le-
gally or illegallyðand react accordingly. 
    Slow down. Slowing down at intersections allows riders to react to the unpredict-
ableðwhich often happens at intersections.  
Be visible.  Riders should wear bright colors and always use their headlights to make them-
selves more visible to other motorists. If you arenôt wearing a bright hi visible color, and are 
wearing  black leather. SLOW DOWN 
    Observe motorists. Watching motorists for can help a rider sense whether the driver in-
tends to proceedðeven when he or she doesnôt have the right of way. 

SLOW DOWN when driving through intersections and remember to S.E.E.  



 
New from the Big Apple Motorcycle School!  

 
Join us for a FREE webinar for new and prospec-
tive riders. This seminar is geared to people inter-
ested in learning how to ride. Weôll go over the 
different types of courses, bikes and gear and de-
scribe whatôs involved in becoming a licensed 
motorcyclist. Weôll answer your questions and of-
fer tips and suggestions on how to get the most 
out of your training. Whether you have little or no 
experience or have ridden in the past and want to 
get back into riding, this seminar is a great way to 
jump start your journey! All seminars are FREE 
and will be held virtually using GoToWebinar.  

Pre-registration is required. 
 

Please register here for our FREE seminar. 
 
https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/2019/
seminars/new-rider-seminar/ 
 
They will be available every month on the first 
Thursday.  
 
All registration is FREE and available online!  

https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/2019/seminars/new-rider-seminar/
https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/2019/seminars/new-rider-seminar/




Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication 

TRACTION òPIEó 

YUMMY!  

Submitted by Manna Rider Coach  

at On the Road Again 

Sure, I mention pie and now youôre paying attention!  

I think we can all agree that traction is important, but how do we manage it so we donôt run 
out of it? Think of all your available traction on your motorcycle as a whole pie. Cornering 
uses a ñpieceò of the pie. Braking uses another piece.  There are only so many pieces of 
pie; if you corner and brake at the same time, you may run out of pieces, and therefore trac-
tion. Thatôs why you need to consider it and manage it. This is why you should try not to 
brake and swerve at the same time. You might brake THEN swerve, or swerve THEN brake, 
depending on the situation, but donôt do them together; youôll run out of PIE! I hate it when 
that happens! 

Acceleration also uses traction. If you get giddy with your throttle coming out of a turn and 
get on the gas hard on some of the conditions noted below, you may find yourself on the 
pavement or worse, so accelerate smoothly. This is because you are cornering AND accel-
erating, both actions using traction. If youôre going straight, itôs much safer to accelerate 
hard. 

 Here are some surface conditions that compromise traction: 

¶ Sand 
¶ Automotive fluids (antifreeze, oil, diesel, etc.) 
¶ Painted lines and arrows (actually these are usually plastic) 
¶ Water, especially ponded water, which could cause hydro-plaining 
¶ Gravel, loose pavement, tree debris 
Cold pavement 
And some motorcycle/rider conditions that affect traction: 

¶ Cold tires 
¶ Improperly inflated tires 
¶ Old tires (they are less ñstickyò) 
¶ Worn tires 
The weight of the bike and rider; a 200 pound rider on a 600 pound bike has more traction 
than a 100 pound rider on a 300 pound bike 
 
Consider all those pieces of pie, and use them wisely. Always keep a piece of pie in reserve, 
just in case you get into a turn that tightens up, or suddenly have to brake hard, or have to 
gas it to get out of the way. 

Ride safe and have fun! 
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ZERO SR/S 
With looks as cool as a Ducati and a solid build, 
the California-made Zero SR/S  sport bike gets 
thumbs-up wherever it goes. 
Who Would Ride It:  Hollywood executives and 
Silicon Valley habitués whose other car is a 
Tesla. 
Strengths:  The SR/S is well-built, fast, and prac-
tical, with storage where a gas tank wouldôve 
been, plus extensive on-board tech and app sup-
port, with Bluetooth connectivity. Of all the (gas 
and electric) motorcycles we road tested in 2020, 
this was the best. 

Weaknesses:  Itôs pricey compared with most similarly performing conventional motorcycles, but still less 
than several others on this list. 

 

ARC VECTOR 
The Arc Vector  was developed by a group of engi-
neers led by founder and former Jaguar Land Rover 
Special Vehicle Operations engineer Mark Truman. 
Theyôre hand-built in England and personalized for 
each owner. 
Who Would Ride It:   Design-driven riders with edgy 
haircuts, slim-fitting leather jackets é and cash.  
Strengths:  The Vector is powerful and fast with a long 
battery life. Weôre eager to try out its special additional 
helmet with a pilot system that integrates a heads-up 
display, camera, and Wi-Fi inside to allow for fewer 
distractions while riding.  

Weaknesses:  It is the most expensive motorcycle on this list. The company filed for bankruptcy in 2019, 
but Truman bought back the assets in 2020 and now says itôs all systems go. 

Electric Motorcycles Are Making Big Inroads Into The Motorcycle Market  

https://www.zeromotorcycles.com/model/zero-srs
https://www.arcvehicle.com/the-vector.html

