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Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication 

The main purpose of the ABATE organization is to 
work toward continued freedom of the road by insur-
ing that motorcyclist’s point of view is presented to 
our legislators and to promote motorcycle safety, 
rider education and public awareness. We are trying 
to alleviate the very real possibility of “Big Brother 
Government”. We encourage all our members to be 
informed registered voters. We write letters to our 
elected officials and stay aware of what is going on 
with motorcycle legislation, and other transportation 
issues. We welcome interested parties to any of our 
activities or to join our organization. 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Long island ABATE board and it’s members. 

MAILING ADDRESS 

P.O. BOX 22 
YAPHANK, NY 11980 

Long Island ABATE 

ABATE HOTLINE 

1-888-LIABATE 

Call the ABATE HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 

Long Island ABATE encourages all members to submit let-

ters, articles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow 

ABATE members. Long island ABATE supports the rights of 

ALL motorcyclists, Long Island ABATE does not endorse any 

products or services other than its own. 

All articles and photo’s within 
the contents of this newslet-
ter and our website are the 
property of Long Island 

ABATE. You may not use 

them without the express 
written consent of the news-
letter editor, webmaster or 

the Long Island ABATE 

board. 



Hello Long Island ABATE members, 

 

 I hope all are well. We held our March membership meeting at the Port Jefferson Elks lodge in 

Centereach. There Debbie swore in the balance of the Board members. With that I would like to 

welcome our new sergeant @ arms Joe Schmid. Joe has been an active member for many years 

in ABATE and the community as well. We are still in search of a Recording Secretary and Dona-

tions Coordinator. Our Second VP Mike Lauro has stepped down and we thank him for his many 

years of service and wish him well in future endeavors. With that being said I would like to wel-

come Josephine Ladoucer on board as the new 2nd Vice President. Josephine’s presence and in-

volvement has been key to growing our organization. She has been on the front line at many 

events and booths for some time and is always there to represent and help when needed. Jose-

phine is currently the Public Relations officer and will maintain that position as well. You will see her 

in one of the many booths we are at be it bike nights or street fairs or other events to help spread 

awareness and help keep motorcyclists safe. 

 Hand book ads should all be in by now and the books will be printed by our May first Motorcycle 

Awareness Run where we will distribute them as well as throughout the year. In addition to hand 

books we will have shirts for the event as well. 

We also have a new batch of Lawn Signs, Koozies and Magnets for distribution at events. 

 Lottery ticket sales have been finalized and are good until June 30th I want to wish all who got 

involved good luck. We also spoke of other future events, rides, paint nights etc. we will also be 

working on possible practice locations TBA 

 At our Last Meeting Michael Levine ―Motorcycle Mike‖ gave a presentation on the importance of 

proper insurance coverages and is willing to review your policies at no cost to insure proper and 

adequate coverages in the event of an accident. 

 We are currently working out the details of the Awareness Run keep an eye out for the details. 

Also May is Motorcycle Awareness month. We are working on getting the word out via the large 

highway signs and local Fire departments. After that we have The Bikers in the Beltway, that’s 

where we lobby our politicians with the legislation we support and oppose nationally. There will be 

motorcyclist from across the country there from various Motorcycle Rights Organizations in an at-

tempt to preserve our rights and safety. 

 Motorcycle classes begin this month. If you are an ABATE member there are discounts available 

to you with Big Apple and ONTRA they are both supportive of ABATE and together the work to 

educate and keep motorcyclists safe. So whether you are Learning or just refreshing your skills or 

even advancing your skills give them a call and set it up. 

As always Long Island ABATE is looking for input from members to better the organization as well as 

volunteers to help us maintain and grow the organization, while protecting the rights of motorcy-

clists and keep them safe. 

If anyone wants to get more involved or has ideas just reach out to a board member. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. Ride safe and be well 

 

 

Chris Beckhans, President of Long Island ABATE 

chrisliabate@gmail.com / (516) 381-1531 

mailto:chrisliabate@gmail.com
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WIN This 1937 

Knucklehead: Wheels Through 

Time Raffle 2022 
 

This 1937 H-D Knucklehead is the 20th and rarest bike ever raffled by Dale’s Wheels 

Through Time Museum. 

 

Since 2002, Dale’s Wheels Through Time Museum (WTT) has 

given away 20 raffle bikes, including two classic Harleys in 

2014, when the prizes were 1935 and 1936 VL Flathead Bob-

bers. 

The iron is always rare for these raffles; last year’s prize bike was a restored 1948 Pan-

head. But the bar has been raised for 2022. 

This year’s WTT raffle is for a 1937 Harley-Davidson EL Knucklehead finished in the 

one-year-only color of Delphine Blue. Harley’s intent with one-year-only colors was 

to boost sales, which helped increase the rarity of this model even further. 

 

Hand-painted logos are a must for this vintage Knucklehead. 

Wheels Through Time Museum 

The Knucklehead marks one of the most sought-after eras for 

collectors. The engine series ran from 1937–1947, book-

marked by the Flathead and Panhead eras. As for this debut

-year 1937 Knucklehead, which features all original OEM 

parts, WTT says it’s ―the rarest and most original bike so far.‖ 

Notables include: 

The tank’s Harley logo is hand-lettered gold and silver leaf instead of a traditional 

decal—WTT’s way of ―classing it up a bit.‖ There’s also Teak Red striping. 

Restored 61ci Knucklehead engine mated to a four-speed transmission. 

OEM 1937 frame and fork and all-original prewar fenders and gas tank. 

OEM 1937 dash panel, featuring a rare 120 mph speedo, NOS amp gauge, and oil 

pressure switch. 

https://www.cycleworld.com/flat-head-motorcycle-engine-examined-kevin-cameron-top-dead-center/
https://www.cycleworld.com/history-panhead/
https://www.cycleworld.com/harley-davidson-knucklehead-v-twin-motorcycle-engines-history-of-the-big-twin/
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The late Dale Walksler, who founded the museum in 1993, 

and his son Matt spent 30 years searching for the OEM parts. 

The restoration by Dale and Matt Walksler took six months. 

 

To boost sales, Harley offered the 1937 Knucklehead in a 

one-year color, Delphine Blue, which increases the rarity of 

this steed.Wheels Through Time Museum 

Dale’s Wheels Through Time Museum, based in Maggie Val-

ley, North Carolina, holds an annual raffle to sustain the mu-

seum’s operating costs and fund new pieces of American 

motorcycle and automotive machinery. And as per the mu-

seum’s criteria, every motorcycle and machine on display 

must run. 

Ticket prices run from $10 for single entry with no swag, to 

$250 for 48 tickets, a T-shirt, DVD, sticker, and an entry to Win 

a trip to opening day. This bonus prize is available to those 

who spend $100 or more on tickets. The winner will receive a 

three-day two-night trip to WTT’s 2022 opening day, slated 

for April 7. 

Another highlight of 2022 is a Celebration of Life event at the museum in April for 

founder Walksler, who passed away February 3, 2021, following a battle with can-

cer. A celebration of his life will occur from noon to 4 p.m. on April 2. Pastor and mu-

seum staff member Kris Estep will speak, followed by comments and stories from 

some of Dale’s closest family and friends. 

To enter the raffle, visit…  https://wheelsthroughtime.com/win-this-bike 
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The Long Island Chapter of Harley 

Owners Group, #3182 
 

In 1983 Harley Davidson established the 

Harley Owners Group with the idea to not 

only promote the "motor company" but to 

also give its loyal customers as well as future 

customers an opportunity to enhance the ex-

perience of the motorcycle riding culture. It 

was overwhelmingly accepted by the riding 

community and has grown all over the world. 

 

Today HOG has over a million members, with 191 authorized HOG chapters in the 

USA alone. Each chapter is sponsored by an H-D dealership. There are HOG rallies 

all over the world each year including many in the USA. Locations vary each year 

with the intention of getting members to ride to a host site. 

 

In 1985 the Long Island chapter was created with 3 sponsoring dealerships joining 

together. Owners Stan Chornoma, Gene Baron Marty Altholz and Rich Christani, 

urged by original and Life member Bob Lowery, took the idea and ran with it. All of 

these men are responsible for the success of LIHOG. At one time there were over 

1700 members that came from one end 

of the island to the other. Could you 

imagine a Sunday morning ride if even 

half the membership showed up to ride? 

 

Some years later the Nassau Chapter 

was established with Nassau H-D as their 

sponsor. It certainly made sense since 

the population and logistics of LI was 

changing. It might have taken a mem-

ber an hour just to get to a meeting or a 

KSU location. 
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LACONIA 2022 
June 11-19, 2022 - Celebrating 99 years of riding legacy in 
2022 with YOU because it’s been you, our riders, who have 
made Laconia Motorcycle Week® the World-Class Rally it is 
today! 

 
If you can only choose one National Rally to attend in 2022 

– choose the one you have to ride the furthest to! And if 

riding is your pleasure then we hope you’ll be joining us for 

Laconia Motorcycle Week® in 2022 because In Laconia… 

We Ride®! Although our legacy as the World’s Oldest Motorcycle Rally® is because 

our gypsy tour began in 1916, our legacy continues because of our unmatched 

scenic riding throughout the beautiful State of New Hampshire. Residents and busi-

nesses alike, welcome motorcyclists during the Rally every year in June. 

With the 2nd largest demographic of motorcycle riders in the country and host to 

the oldest Rally in the country, NH opens its doors to motorcycle enthusiasts all year 

long! 

For inside information, be sure to follow us on FaceBook and Twitter. Join us as we 

countdown to 100 during this year's 99th Anniversary of Laconia Motorcycle Week®: 

June 11-19, 2022! 

Bob Stegmaier (ABATE Life Member) To see thousands of photos of last year’s event, 

please go to www.SilverFoxStudios.US - client events tab - Laconia MC Week 

2021.  See you all next year. Live Free & Ride Safe !!!  

http://www.silverfoxstudios.us/
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Derived directly from United States motorcy-

cle board track (motordrome) racing in the 

early 1900s, the very first carnival motordrome appeared at Coney Is-

land amusement park (New York) in 1911. The following year portable tracks began 

to appear on travelling carnivals. By 1915 the first "velodromes" with vertical walls 

appeared and were soon dubbed the "Wall of Death," the very first mention being 

Bridson Greene's unit in Buffalo, New York. Although not a silo-drome, the large 

combination motordrome at the 1915 Panama Pacific International Exposi-

tion included a perfectly vertical section at the top that was used by both car and 

motorcycle riders.  

The motorcycles most widely used were the first generation Indian Scout models 

(pre-1928) with 37 cu. in. displacement. Royal American Shows out 

of Tampa Florida was one of the largest travelling carnivals and used 1928 to 1931 

Scouts. This carnival attraction became a staple in the United States outdoor enter-

tainment industry with the phenomenon reaching its zenith in the 1930s, with more 

than 100 motordromes on traveling shows and in amusement parks. 

The audience views from the top of the drum, looking down. The riders start at the 

bottom of the drum, in the centre, and ascend an initial ramped section until they 

gain enough speed to drive horizontally to the floor, usually in a counter-clockwise 

direction (the physical explanation behind this act is found at banked turn and the 

turning car.) In the United States the American Motor Drome Company uses several 

vintages Indian Scout Motorcycles from the 1920s to give the audience a view of 

how these shows were done in their heyday. The American Motor Drome Company 

is the only wall of death to have two riders Inducted into the Sturgis Motorcycle Hall 

of Fame; Jay Lightnin' (2014) and Samantha Morgan 

(2006). In 2015 the Indian Motorcycle company chose 

the American Motor Drome Company to preview the 

new 2015 Indian Scout by putting it on their wall along 

with the 1926 and 1927 Indians that were regularly used 

in their show.  The newest wall of death show in the 

United States is the 'Wild Wheels Thrill Arena' which will 

be performing in the Traditional Style of the Carnival 

Midway Shows. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_track_racing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coney_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coney_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Travelling_carnivals&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_Pacific_International_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_Pacific_International_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tampa,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banked_turn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reactive_centrifugal_force#Example:_The_turning_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reactive_centrifugal_force#Example:_The_turning_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Scout_(motorcycle)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sturgis_Motorcycle_Rally
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This act also became popular in the United Kingdom, and often is seen at fairs. In 

the 2000s, there remain only a few touring walls of death. "The Demon 

Drome", "Messhams Wall of Death" and the "Ken Fox Troupe". These acts feature 

original American Indian motorcycles which have been in use since the 1920s. A 

similar act called the "Globe of Death" has the riders looping inside a wire mesh 

sphere rather than a drum. This form of motorcycle entertainment had a separate 

and distinct evolution from carnival motordromes and derived from bicycle acts or 

"cycle whirls" in the early 1900s. 

On 28 March 2016, Guy Martin (successful Isle of Man TT Racer) set the world record 

for the wall of death. He reached a speed of 78.150 mph (125.770 km/h) during a 

live broadcast Guy Martin's Wall of Death on UK television Channel 4. The world re-

cord was set in a wall of death of 37 meters diameter, special-built for this attempt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globe_of_death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_Martin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man_TT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel_4
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2004 Harley Davidson HSTC……Showroom condition…11k miles…Custom 

2 tone paint…Hard side bags…2 sets of handlebars and windshields with 

bag….Chrome. White wall tires ……Asking $8900   call ...Steve    631-804-3187 
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Hello Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 Every month we try to feature a merchant that provides Long Island ABATE members and their 

families with special pricing and or services. Long Island ABATE supports those that support us and 

the community. This month’s merchant has been serving the community since 1988 and has been 

family owned since. This month’s merchant is East Coast Transmissions. East Coast transmission is 

located at 1015 North Wellwood Avenue, North Lindenhurst. Raymond Natale, Robert Compono 

and staff together provide you with a full range of services from Transmission rebuilds to complete 

automotive and truck repairs and alignments as well. East Coast also performs NYS inspections on 

cars, trucks, Heavy duty trucks safety and Emissions as well as motorcycles and trailers. At East 

Coast you can have your vehicle maintained and repaired as needed. They also work with ex-

tended warranty companies and insurance companies to provide you with the proper repairs for 

each job. In addition to repairs and servicing they do custom work and transmission conversions 

from older 3 speed to newer 4 speed overdrive units. East Coast also provides towing when 

needed as well as pick up and drop off service. So whether you have a car, truck, or a heavy 

duty truck, a limo, hot rod or motorcycle Raymond and Robert can take care of your needs. Ray-

mond, Robert and company are truly great at what they do. So if you need any type of automo-

tive service feel free to reach out to Raymond and Robert at East Coast Transmissions and men-

tion Long Island ABATE they will give you a cash discount.Their hours of operation are Monday 

through Saturday  8am – 6pm 

 

East Coast Transmissions 

1015a N Wellwood Avenue 

Lindenhurst, NY 11757 

(631) 841-0895 

Email-eastcoasttran@yahoo.com 

Web- www.transmissionslongisland.com 

Like and follow on Facebook 

mailto:Email-eastcoasttran@yahoo.com
http://www.transmissionslongisland.com
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CONSIDERING BUYING A MOTORCYCLE:  Should You Ride A Motorcycle? 

 

 Riding a motorcycle is a unique experience. Riding is fun and invigorating, yet the 

skills needed for safe riding, combined with the lack of car-like crash protection on 

a motorcycle, can cast doubts on whether a person should choose to ride a motor-

cycle. Some potential riders lack the ability to execute skilled and timely actions in a 

complex traffic environment; others lack keen judgment or don’t have a firm grasp 

of the concept of risk management. 

MSF believes that motorcycling isn’t for everyone. If you’re considering becoming a 

rider, however, here are 10questions for you to use as a self-assessment of the physi-

cal capabilities and mental attitude required to safely navigate a motorcycle on 

the street:  

1. Are you a higher risk-taker than others you know? If you tend to need a thrill while 

driving a car and have aggressive or risky tendencies (following too closely, turning 

without signaling, talking on a cell phone, getting angry at other drivers, etc.), mo-

torcycling may not be for you. While motorcycling improves the overall quality of life 

for many, for some it can lead to disaster. Thinking that accidents only happen to 

others is an attitude that will get you in trouble. 

 2. Can you ride a bicycle? This is a prerequisite for enrolling in our Basic RiderCourse 

and generally a good gauge of your ability to maneuver a motorcycle. Bicycling, 

like motorcycling, is a physical activity that involves balance and coordination. And 

speaking of coordination …  

3. Can you drive a stick-shift car? This is 

not a requirement, but it may make learn-

ing to ride easier because almost all mo-

torcycles have manual transmissions. If 

you can’t get the hang of shifting gears 

but still want to enjoy a powered twow-

heeler, you might want to start out on a 

motor scooter. Motor scooters generally 

have automatic transmissions and come 

in many sizes, from simpler models with an 

engine size of 50 cubic centimeters (cc) 

to powerful 650cc models.  

4. Do you see well? Riding a motorcycle 

requires special perceptual skills that rely 

on good vision. Have you had an eye ex-

amination recently? Do you tend to see 

things that are far away later than other 

people you know? The ability to see well 

ahead is important for safe riding.  

5. Are you mechanically inclined? Today’s 

motorcycles are very reliable machines,  
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but with all the bolts, nuts, and mechanisms out in the open, and only two tires con-

necting you to the pavement, you need to be able to inspect your equipment and 

make the occasional minor adjustment. You don’t need to be a master mechanic, 

but it helps to know your way around a tire pressure gauge and a wrench. Most 

everything a rider needs to know is in the motorcycle owner’s manual, and if you’ve 

never read your car owner’s manual, that could be a sign that motorcycling is not 

for you.  

6. Are you safety-minded? If you routinely find yourself bandaged up after doing 

simple do-it-yourself projects around the house, or think it’s acceptable to operate 

a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol, the unique challenges of motorcy-

cle riding may not be compatible with your decision-making. Riders can control 

their situation only if safety is a high priority. Millions of motorcyclists ride millions of 

miles without incident, and they likely take safety seriously.  

7. Do you respect machinery and other equipment that has risk? For example, when 

using a lawn mower or chainsaw, do you maintain it properly and wear eye/ear/

hand protection when needed? If you’re not serious about safety in connection 

with simple machinery and equipment whose improper use can lead to serious in-

jury, you may not respect motorcycling enough to follow safety precautions. Suc-

cessful riders know that safety isn’t a matter of luck, but a matter of doing the right 

things to minimize risk. 

 8. Can you focus? Inattention is a major cause of crashes. Safe motorcycling re-

quires dedicated attention to the immediate task and a keen awareness of every-

thing going on 360 degrees around you. Rush-hour traffic aboard a motorcycle is 

not the place to be daydreaming. For instance, if you find yourself overusing your 

brakes because you were caught off-guard, or are often surprised by a passing car 

or truck you didn’t see, your situational awareness could be less than adequate.  

9. Can you handle your car in an emergency? Drivers don’t often have the need to 

brake hard or swerve to miss a crash, but it’s important to have the skills to be able 

to do so when needed. On a motorcycle, having these types of skills is essential be-

cause other highway users tend not to see motorcyclists in traffic, especially around 

intersections.  

10. Are you willing to invest some time in learning to ride the right way before hop-

ping on a bike? Your best ―first ride‖ is a Basic RiderCourse where you can familiarize 

yourself with the safe operation of a motorcycle. You can even take the course as 

an experiment, to help you better understand the dynamics of good riding and to 

determine if motorcycling is right for you. 
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NOTE: All dates are subject to be changed/postponed/cancelled. 
Please reach out to the organization regarding their event. 

The site below is one of the most com-
plete listings of motorcycle related activi-
ties all around the country. 
 

www.lightningcustoms.com/motorcycle-events/ 

AUGUST 5th - AUGUST 14th  2022 
The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is the largest motorcycle rally in the 
world. It is held annually in The Black Hills and in Sturgis, South 
Dakota for 10 days during the first week of August. It was started 
by local Indian dealer Pappy Hoel in 1938. Since its beginning, 
private area businesses throwing events such as races, concerts, 
and rides have made, and continue to make, the Sturgis Rally 
what it is today. 2022 will mark the 82nd annual Sturgis Motorcy-
cle Rally 

APRIL 10th  2022 
18th ANNUAL BIKE BLESSING… starting 
at Applebee’s in Farmingville. Registra-
tion...10:00AM—12:45PM. KICKSTANDS 
UP at 1:00PM 
DESTINATION: Shrine of Our Lady of The 
Island in Manorville. 

 
Happening throughout Daytona Beach, from the ocean to the world Famous Daytona Speedway 
and beyond, the Daytona Bike Week Motorcycle Rally is one of the biggest motorcycle events in 
the country with over 500,000 motorcycles rolling into Daytona in the spring for Bike Week. 

MAY 22nd  2022 
Lou Rahn Memorial Poker Run 

8:30AM  
Sponsored by NYC FireRiders 
STARTS: Millers Ale House..88 Veterans 
Highway..Commack 
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History of the MRF 
 
The first words of the street rider’s first voice in Washington were ut-
tered in 1985 in St. Louis, Missouri. There, the very founders of the 
motorcyclists’ rights movement in America gathered for a meeting of 
the minds. Leaders of State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations 
(SMROs), they wanted to catapult to the national scene the clout and 
effectiveness of SMROs — the strong, effective grassroots of state-
based motorcyclists’ rights. 

They knew it had to be done. Riders’ rights had to go national, be-
cause the threat was national. Our founders at this meeting of the 
minds shared a keen sense that danger was not just on the horizon 
but dead ahead, as freedom’s foes had just attacked with a ban on 
motorcycles in the United States Congress. 

They knew it had to be done right. The founders wanted a staff that 
was all muscle and no fat, supported not by casual members but 
driven by a team of dedicated volunteers, with each volunteer commit-
ted to shouldering his or her share of the demands of liberty. They 
envisioned a team committed to core values like respect for riders’ 
diverse lifestyles and opinions, integrity in conduct, excellence and 
boldness in facing challenges head-on and, above all, leadership — 
leadership in the unrelenting struggle for the safety and freedom of 
American motorcyclists. 

So, at a meeting of the minds of grassroots leaders, a new leader was 
born: The Motorcycle Riders Foundation. The first motorcyclists’ rights 
advocacy organization with a full-time legislative and political presence 
in our nation’s capital. The only Washington voice devoted exclusively 
to you, the street rider. And each year, the leaders of the now-
worldwide community gather for motorcycling’s premier political lead-
ership summit — named to commemorate the gathering at which we 
were founded: The MRF Meeting of the Minds. 

Throughout the USA and across the world, the torch of freedom burns 
in the hearts of motorcyclists. One by one, they recognize the need to 
become volunteers as co-partners in an organization committed to 
integrity, respect, leadership, teamwork and excellence. 

One by one, in every continent and culture, motorcyclists are deciding 
to Ride with the Leaders™. 
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