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The main purpose of the ABATE organization is to 
work toward continued freedom of the road by insur-
ing that motorcyclist’s point of view is presented to 
our legislators and to promote motorcycle safety, 
rider education and public awareness. We are trying 
to alleviate the very real possibility of “Big Brother 
Government”. We encourage all our members to be 
informed registered voters. We write letters to our 
elected officials and stay aware of what is going on 
with motorcycle legislation, and other transportation 
issues. We welcome interested parties to any of our 
activities or to join our organization. 

MAILING ADDRESS 

P.O. BOX 22 
YAPHANK, NY 11980 

Long Island ABATE 

ABATE HOTLINE 

1-888-LIABATE 

Call the ABATE HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Long Island ABATE board and it’s members. 

Long Island ABATE encourages all members to submit letters, arti-
cles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow members.  
Long Island ABATE supports the rights of ALL motorcyclists.  
Long Island ABATE does not endorse any products or services oth-
er than its own. 

All articles and photo’s within 
the contents of this newslet-
ter and our website are the 
property of … 
 

Long Island ABATE 
 

You may not use them with-
out the express written con-
sent of the newsletter editor, 
webmaster or the associa-
tion board. 
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Hello everyone, 

 The summer is flying by. We have been out and about at many 

different events.  

I attended the Nassau County Traffic Safety meeting. The main 

topics of discussion were E-Bikes and all the issues related to them 

as well as DWIs and enforcement. We had a Campout commit-

tee meeting at which we worked on many of the details required 

to plan the upcoming event. Duke attended the meeting and 

was able to see firsthand everything that was involved. Duke also 

had a lot of great ideas to better the organization. With that being said We Need 

Your Help!  We would like you to get involved. There are a few positions on the 

Board that need filing. We still need a Volunteer Coordinator, a Donations Coordi-

nator, as well as a Road Captain and assistant Road Captains.  We also need more 

people to get involved so we can do more and better the organization. Whether it 

is helping at an event or setting up rides or events. If you would like to get more in-

volved or have ideas, please reach out to me or any Board Member. We would 

love to have you and or your input. 

 July was a bit of a blur. We had a few booths set up and the Motorcycle Aware-

ness presenters were very busy. The program continues to grow thanks to Sonia 

Wolf, who has reached out to many new schools, and we were able to present at 

them. The presenter pool continues to grow as well. I am so happy to have so many 

great people involved and educating young drivers in an effort to keep motorcy-

clists safer. 

 I was able to take some time off and head over to Pennsylvania on the Motorcycle 

and visit some family as well as attend some of the activities at Gettysburg Bike 

Week. The ride was great and very enjoyable and as usual Mother Nature kept it in-

teresting. In between the rain we were able to get out and enjoy the scenery.  

 Remember August 22nd is Campout and I hope to se you there. To get Tickets you 

can reach out to myself, or a Board Member or you can go online and purchase 

them there as well. I look forward to seeing you there. 

Thank You for your continued support. 

 

Together we can make a Difference 

And we Are!! 

Ride safe and Be Well 

Chris 

Chris Beckhans 

President of Long Island ABATE 

chrisliabate@gmail.com / (516) 381-1531 

mailto:chrisliabate@gmail.com
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Why Member Involvement Matters: 

 

Duke, Life Member of Long Island ABATE, on His 

Attendance at Our Recent Campout Committee 

Meeting 
 

Hi, My name is Duke, and I was recently invited to attend a board meeting for our 

upcoming campout. Before attending, I honestly did not realize how much our 

board members do for all of us. After seeing the amount of work firsthand, I would 

like to suggest that highlights from board meetings be included in our monthly 

meeting minutes so members can better understand the efforts being made on 

our behalf. 

ABATE is in need of more volunteers to help with future events, support the board, 

and bring new ideas forward. Some possible areas where members could contrib-

ute include creating and managing membership drives, organizing free runs or 

appreciation events for members, and gathering donations for baskets at future 

events. 

Other ideas worth discussing could include offering a small incentive—such as 

$5—for signing up a new member. We might also consider whether bringing back 

a lifetime membership option would help encourage long‑term commitment. 

Hopefully, more of us can get involved in the day‑to‑day work and help lighten 

the load for those already giving so much of their time. ABATE would benefit from 

more creative suggestions, so I hope everyone will take some time to share ideas 

and consider how they can help. 

I also learned at the campout meeting that it costs more than $5,000 to hold this 

year’s campout. That is one of the reasons the ticket price needed to increase; 

like everything else, costs continue to rise. Food, drinks, tent rentals, bands, park 

admission, and many other expenses add up quickly. The work that goes into 

planning each year is exhausting, and I believe our membership should better un-

derstand how much effort is involved. 

In addition, the costs of trips made on behalf of ABATE, including trips to Washing-

ton, often come out of the board members/volunteers own pockets. I wonder 

whether some of the money ABATE receives as a nonprofit should be considered 

for covering these expenses, or at least a portion of them, so our board and volun-

teers can continue helping us effectively. 

I suggest we bring this topic up for discussion, and possibly a vote, at our next 

monthly meeting. 
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Greetings my fellow Long Island ABATE members! 
Our Veteran’s Appreciation Run was a success in spite of the 
difficulty of some issues with finding a destination to end the 
ride. But all’s well that ends well and we all had a very suc-
cessful event thanks to the dedication of our officers. Our 
previous ending destination was booked with a private event! 
Working together the officers found a wonderful beach in 
Southampton and all worked out to most everyone’s satisfac-
tion!  
At our last monthly meeting, we introduced a member who 

spoke about the officer’s dedication and willingness to protect our rights to 
ride!  
The subjects of issues we lobbied for in Washington DC a few months ago 
was addressed by our political officer and explained to the attending member-
ship at the meeting.  
We also heard from an attorney who spoke about motorcycle insurance and 
the need to make sure we understand what we are purchasing! He was very 
informative and works to defend motorcyclists on legal issues. 
  
We then continued our meeting agenda with reports of all officers. As for me, 
I continue to attend Suffolk County Police precincts as much as I can. There 
are seven in Suffolk County and I try hard to attend each one! I report im-
portant issues monthly when the officers meet. There are times I can’t make 
everyone because these meetings are scheduled individually by the Pct. Com-
mander and there are times I have to decide which one I’m attending! I al-
ways wear a Long Island ABATE shirt, sign in and ask questions when appro-
priate.  
I’ll be looking to attend Nassau County Police Pct. Meetings in the near fu-
ture! I’m surely going to let you know ! 
Now that the weather is definitely the best time to ride, I caution all of us to 
be extremely careful! LI ABATE has plenty of lawn signs to distribute, and 
we are happy to get them to you! So come to a meting!  You have your choice 
of our regular meeting in Suffolk and/or Nassau! 
Please look for our website: Long Island ABATE.org 
Safe travels! 

Nick 



Hi everyone, hope all is well! There has been a lot going on behind the scenes for Long  

Island ABATE. We are all meeting and working hard to make this year's camp out yet an-

other success! On Saturday June 13th we were out at Frogzz bar and grill in Yaphank 

checking out a really cool band called Redline. They have also been playing at The Patch 

in Patchogue. The lead singer's name is Alan. They put on a great show and their music is 

great also. So please plan on coming to the camp out this year their band will be playing. 

They will be the second band coming on. The first band going on is called the Lunatics. We 

saw them play last year at Frogzz in Yaphank and they have also played at the Rocky 

Point Ale House. They're really good band also and will be our first band coming on. The 

late night acoustic band will be Wildflower this year. We have also been doing a lot of 

campout meetings, coming up with all the other fixings that go along with this event. We 

have a few more meetings to do and then our Annual Campout August 22nd at Cathedral 

Pines in Middle Island will take place. I hope to see everyone there!  

In between all the preparations for the camp out, we will also be at Fghters of Fire EMC's 

Christmas in June run on Sunday June 28th. It was a great day everything fell into place for 

them. The weather was great along with the turnout and all the toys that they collected. 

There we also met a guy named Scott who was a firefighter and a cop in the city who had 

a terrible motorcycle crash in the city while doing an escort on his motorcycle. He is also a 

guest speaker at our meeting last month. After his crash he was told he would never ride a 

motorcycle again, until a company called Combat Hero bike builders gave him another 

chance to do so! More to follow on this story next month. Also on that, Sunday June 28th 

Chris and I were asked to attend Long Island Spider Ryder’s meeting. There we spoke 

about Long Island ABATE and everything we are involved in to keep our rights safe as mo-

torcyclists. That was just some of the happenings that went on in June for us. After that it 

was into July for the 4th of July festivities. Where we took time for ourselves with family and 

friends for a few weeks. Now we are back at it and out in the community again! Till next 

month when we recap the camp out and all the fun we had hopefully you'll all be there to 

enjoy it with us. Until next month ride safe and enjoy!  

 

Josephine             2nd VP Long Island ABATE 

Article by ...Josephine... 2nd VP Long Island ABATE 
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Long Island History 
(and a favorite local and 

non-local tourist destination) 

 

The Big Duck  

Flanders, NY  
“Welcome to the Big Duck…Have you ever been 

inside a Big Duck before?  My late friend and 

coworker, Terry Maccarrone, (or as he would tell 

everyone, Mr. T)  was one of the duck’s lovable 

historians and cashier.  He would greet everyone 

with that welcoming question and would love to 

tell stories about the duck and the local Long Island history.  People from all over the 

world stop by there to visit.    

The Big Duck turns 95 this year.  It is part of the U.S. National and New York State reg-

ister of historic places.  It also graced the cover of Long Island ABATE’s motorcyclist 

handbook a few years ago.   

So al ittle bit of history.  In 1931, a Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer and his wife 

Jeule decided to construct a giant duck-shaped duck shop. They hoped to sell the 

Pekin ducks they raised to passing motorists who would surely be drawn to the strik-

ing form of a "big duck" along Riverhead's West Main Street. The Maurers envisioned 

this plan while vacationing in California, where they are known to have visited a 

roadside coffee shop shaped like a giant coffee pot. 

Seeking local assistance, the Maurers hired carpenter George Reeve and two ec-

centric stage show set designers, brothers William and Samuel Collins. A live duck 

tied with a string to their porch served as a model for the Collins' design. Reeve stud-

ied the carcass of a cooked chicken in order to create a sturdy, bird-accurate 

frame-work for the building. Construction of the Big Duck had begun! 

After the Big Duck's wooden frame had been pieced together, wire mesh was at-

tached. Cement was applied to the wire mesh with the assistance of Smith and 

Yeager Builders. The Big Duck was painted a lovely bright white (save for the beak, 

of course, which was given its street-line orange color). The finishing touch was the 

placement of two Model-T taillights in the Big Duck's head for eyes that would glow 

red at night. The Big Duck in its entirety measures 30 feet from beak to perky tail, 15 

feet from folded wing to folded wing, and 20 feet from its base to the top of its 

head. As duck farms in the 1930's were commonly known as duck ranches, Martin 

Maurer had his giant duck shop and business trademarked as The Big Duck Ranch.  

Inside the duck, there are some doors where you can take a peek to see the in-

nards of the construction.  Duck architecture is a term used now describing a role in 

shaping a visual and cultural landscape of roadside and commercial architecture,   

The Big Duck roosted at The Big Duck Ranch on West Main Street till 1936.   
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The Maurers had sold quite a few ducks from their unique shop and decided to relo-

cate Big Duck and all, to Route 24 in Flanders. The Flanders community welcomed 

the Big Duck with open arms and have cherished it ever since.  It moved again 

down the road closer to Sears Bellows County Park.  

The Big Duck's popularity grew, (and continues to grow, steadily). When the land 

where the Big Duck rested was slated for development in 1987, Big Duck fans from 

all over joined Suffolk County in effort to preserve the Big Duck. The Big Duck's then 

current owners, Kia and Pouran Eshghi, generously donated the Big Duck to Suffolk 

County in December of 1987. The Big Duck was moved back to its current and final 

resting place on Flanders Road at The Big Duck Ranch.  Honestly, you cannot miss it. 

Every year the Big Duck Lighting is held on the 1st Wednesday after Thanksgiving.  It 

is a great event to come to and celebrate the holiday season.   

The Big Duck is now open to the public as a museum and gift shop.  It also serves as 

a tourist information center for the Long Island Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

Nancy  
Long Island ABATE Treasurer 
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Long Island ABATE Needs Your Help. 
We are seeking a Products Officer, Volunteer coordinator, Donation Coordinator and Assistant 
Road Captains. We also need volunteers willing to deliver lawn signs and Long Island 
ABATE literature to local establishments. 
 

If you are interested in any of these positions and would like more information, please reach 

out to Nancy...                    nancyliabate@gmail.com 
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WHY?          

  

The other day, I was watching the news and saw a piece about 

a perceived accident on the William Floyd southbound bridge 

over Sunrise Hwy. The response by police and the Sheriff was 

amazingly quick. Come to find out later that the Sheriff was going 

to that spot for another emergency. The piece was about what I 

thought was an accident that actually a short fight, one punch, 

by someone who was wrong, when he accidentally tapped the 

car in front of him. Both drivers got out of their cars and words 

were exchanged (videos were in IG and we found them). The 

driver whose car was tapped was shouting and part of what he 

was saying was that he would sue the other driver, the one who 

was wrong. The other driver punched him in the face, and he hit 

the ground hard. Fight over. Then he, the driver who rearended 

the first car, went back to his car and drove around the other car 

leaving the man on the ground as the Sheriff and SCPD rolled ap-

proached the situation. Watching the news the next day, the second driver was arrested. Why did 

it get to that? 

We see a lot of road rage and angry driving. So many are rushing to a job they may not like or to 

a store that they are dreading going to. Some like to drive fast without any thought for others 

around them. Some are very distracted, texting, talking, eating, etc. BTW, there is a law in Suffolk 

County, as of June 5, 2025, that says that a policeman can give a ticket to anyone who only 

touches their phone at a red light or while driving. You don’t have to be talking or texting. It’s 

been a NYS law for a while. With the invention of bluetooth ear buds, cars that are bluetooth ena-

bled to be used with a cell phone, and phones that have speakers on them with microphones…

why do so many not use those things to talk to people and driver safer? Impatience is not the way 

to live. It causes anxiety, stress, and many health issues (many of you know what I mean). Friends, 

family…stop and think, and pay attention when you’re riding or driving. Leave some space in 

front of you. Count to ten, or twenty, before reacting to any situation in this way. The other person 

may have a weapon. That fight could’ve been worse. There is a saying in the Bible that says we 

must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce 

the righteousness God desires. Is it what anyone really desires? Please, stay calm, breathe, pray, 

then react. Your calm countenance may diffuse the other person(s) reaction. 

If anyone wants talk about faith, needs to talk about something, needs advice, please feel free to 

contact me. 

Ride safe always. 

Pastor “G” Gerry Waldron  

(516) 650-8344 - Text or call 

Email - gerry.bfceli@gmail.com 

Pastor Gerry 
Chaplain / Health & Wellness Rep 

Long Island A.B.A.T.E. 

longislandabate.com 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__longislandabate.com&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=00B4XfPN5Sp_XVRj2MS6fLnTrZg42UfjHBOULrYFrdQ&m=HAhPnnocw5lSufJVYkbfYrzApSqr5lyX5bT0uaRtm8qyNFjC6RYDvBRew0G8RLdJ&s=Gk4K1Qknd56sdi5-j
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Every year, riders tell us how important motorcyclists’ 

rights are. Their list is usually short: 

• Profiling matters. 

• Access matters. 

• Fuel matters. 

• Freedom matters. 

Advocacy matters. 

And they're right. 

But rights are not protected from the sidelines. 

They are protected by people willing to engage. 

People willing to learn. 

People willing to show up. 

For decades, a relatively small number of riders have 

carried the responsibility of defending the interests of 

millions. 

That reality must change. 
Meeting of the Minds exists to help 

riders become part of the solution. 

Because the future of motorcycling cannot depend 

on the same few people forever. 

At some point, every rider must decide whether they 

are a spectator or a participant. 
Meeting of the Minds -- September 24-27, 2026 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Get off the sidelines.  

Motorcyclists’ rights are not a spectator sport.  
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1)… To initiate , endorse and sponsor ed-

ucational programs such as rider safety, 

public awareness, legislative and affirma-

tive action and, individual freedoms and 

rights. 

2)… To create and promote a positive 

public image of motorcyclists and motor-

cycle groups and to dispel and disprove 

media hype, unfounded propaganda 

and the “Hollywood” image. 

3)… To encourage goodwill and mutual 

understanding among motorcyclists, law 

enforcement personnel and the general 

public. 

4)… To serve as an information source on 

matters pertaining to current laws, pend-

ing legislation, personal rights, political in-

clinations of elected officials and their 

constituents, and voter awareness. 

5)… To act as a central responsive agen-

cy to devise and coordinate recreation-

al, legislative, educational, and charita-

Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertis-
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Hello Ladies and Gentlemen 
Every month we try to feature a merchant who will provide members with discounts on merchandise or services 
 Here is a list of merchants who provide Long Island ABATE members and their families with special pricing on products and or 
services. This month I would like to review with you some of our supporting merchants. 
 
 
 
 
Adult Games (Bingo) Holly, A.K.A. Madame’O- phone (631) 877-8276 / (631)-974-9140 Email- Mad-
ameo@monaughtybingo.com  Instagram- @madameonaughtybingo 
Facebook- Madame O’s Naughty Bingo $5.00 Discount with Membership Card 
 
Advertising, Signs, Banners, Truck Lettering and T-shirts and Glass Etching 
 
Wayne Blast Customs, phone (631) 643-3333/ Website-  www.wayneblastcustoms.net  
Adress 118 Lamar St. West Babylon. Wayne provides Members with a 10% discount 
 
Audiology (hearing treatment) 
 
H.E.A.R.S. Audiology Phone- (631) 360-4327 Website-  https://hearsny.com  Address- 732 Smithtown Bypass, Smithtown, NY 
11787 Email- info@hearsny.com.  10% Discount with your Membership Card 

Animal Hospital, Pet Care 
 
The Animal Center L.I. Phone- (631) 351-0447 website-  https://www.animalcenterli.com  Address- 20 W Hills Road, Huntington 
Station NY 11746 Email- info@animalcenterli.com.  10% Discount with your Membership Card 

Camper Rentals 
 
CDL Rentals. Phone (631) 805-6595 Instagram. www.Instagram.com/CDLRENTALS  
 Email- Cdlcampers@gmail.com.  Dominick and Caitlyn give 15% off to Members 
 
F & P Camper Rentals- Phone (516) 523-1530 Facebook and Instagram 
Email-wayneworld@hotmail.com Wayne services all Long Island and more 
Wayne also provides ABATE Members with a 10% discount on rentals 
 
Custom Watches 
 
192 Watches- Phone (516) 521-5802 Website-  www.192watches.com  
Instagram- @192watches and on Facebook. Present Andrew with Membership Card for Special Discount 
Cutlery and Jewelry 
 
Keys Cutlery & Keys Love Jewelry- Phone (631) 379-1781 (631) 379-2565 Website- www.keyscutlery.com.  
www.keyslovejewelry.com  

Address- 2860 Middle Country Rd, Lake Grove, NY 11755. Key and Theresa provide Members with 15% on  
Cutlery and Jewelry  
 
Detailing  
 
Dashing Dan’s Motorcycle Detailing- Phone (516) 443-4195 
Call George for an appointment. Same day service if dropped off in the morning 
 
 

mailto:Madameo@monaughtybingo.com
mailto:Madameo@monaughtybingo.com
http://www.wayneblastcustoms.net
https://hearsny.com
mailto:info@hearsny.com
https://www.animalcenterli.com
mailto:info@animalcenterli.com
http://www.Instagram.com/CDLRENTALS
mailto:Cdlcampers@gmail.com
mailto:Email-wayneworld@hotmail.com
http://www.192watches.com
http://www.keyscutlery.com
http://www.keyslovejewelry.com
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Exterminating 
 
Conquer Exterminating Phone- (631) 681-3105 Website- https://conquerexterminating.com  Email- https://
conquerexterminating.com/contact-us.html.  on Facebook Present Membership Card for 10% Discount on services 

Food Vendors 
 
Frogzz Bar and Grill, Phone (631) 775-0186 on Facebook  “Frogzz Bar “N” Grill” Address- 450 Main Street, Yaphank, NY 11980 
Robin Supports Long Island ABATE, our Veterans and the Community  Great Food and Live Music 
 
Snaporazzo (Hot Dogs and more) Website- https://www.snaporazzo.com.  
Email- info@snaporazzo.com.  on Instagram and on Facebook 
 
JeJoJo Bagels, Phone (631) 525-6178 Website- www.jejojobagelsny.com Address- 207 Centereach Mall, Centereach, NY 
11720 JeJoJo Bagels Provides ABATE members with a 10% Discount and they Support our Veterans 
 
 
Hair and Beauty  
 
Hair Force One-  Phone (631) 467-9800 website  www.hairforceoneny.com.  
Address- 1232 Grundy Ave #2 Holbrook NY 11741 Vinny provides Members with a 10% discount on goods and services 
 
Home Improvement 
 
Griff Wolz- Phone (631)839-0037 P.O. Box 248, Centereach, NY 11720  
Email- 4672130@gmail.com.  
 
Motorcycle parts, service and accessories including apparel 
 
Port Jeff Motorcycle store. Phone (631) 476-0722 Website- www.pj-mc.com 
Email- Rydemc@aol.com.  
Address- 201 Main St. Port Jeff. Ken provides Members with a 10% discount on most purchases 
 
Twisted Cycles (888) 539-2408 Website- www.twistedcyclesllc.com. 
Address- 175 Old Medford Ave. (Rt.112) Patchogue Chris, Debbie and Brian provides members with a 10% discount 
 
Towing  
 
Northeast Towing. Phone (631) 474-5355  
Address- 14 Industrial Rd. Port Jefferson Station NY 11776. Website- https://northeasttowingli.com.  Email- Northeasttow-
ingli@gmail.com.  Tommy treats Members like a Motor Club and has the proper equipment to tow Motorcycles safely as well as 
cars. 

Transportation- (Car service/ Limo/ Airport) 
 
Connections Car Service- Phone (631) 495-2099 Kevin  
Email- limoconnectionkevin@gmail.com.  
Present Membership Card for Discount 
 
 

We at Long Island ABATE are continuously looking for merchants or service providers that are willing to 
provide members with a discount in exchange for exposure to over 1500 members. if you’re interested in 
getting involved, please reach out to me at chrisliabate@gmail.com  
Ride safe, be careful and have fun. Chris Beckhans, LI ABATE 

https://conquerexterminating.com
https://conquerexterminating.com/contact-us.html
https://conquerexterminating.com/contact-us.html
https://www.snaporazzo.com
mailto:info@snaporazzo.com
http://www.jejojobagelsny.com
http://www.hairforceoneny.com
mailto:4672130@gmail.com
http://www.pj-mc.com
mailto:Rydemc@aol.com
http://www.twistedcyclesllc.com
https://northeasttowingli.com
mailto:Northeasttowingli@gmail.com
mailto:Northeasttowingli@gmail.com
mailto:limoconnectionkevin@gmail.com
mailto:chrisliabate@gmail.com
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2018 ULTRA LIMITED  

1710 MILES !.. Selling for a friend, unfortu-

nately for medical reasons he is unable to 

ride. Fully Loaded Heated Handle Bars, 

Cruise GPS Built In Mint Condition The ulti-

mate cruising bike! 

ASKING 

$16,000  

Call Mike Stevens  (631) 312-4537 
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2011 HD XL1200x 48 Sportster 
All stock w/Python pipes  
1,650 miles  
Showroom condition  
$6900.00 
(631) 981-1271 wk#  
Leave message  
 
I bought the bike in 2019 in CT with 299 miles. It sat in 
someone's garage. My long time mechanic checked it all 
out. I've maintained it every year since. I also threw on new 
tires just to be on the safe side and the pipes.  
I'm not original owner. I have a clear title. 
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2002 Harley Davidson 

Road King 

50k miles must sell $13,000.00  

Contact Bill at 1-516-236-8027 

1989 Harley Davidson ROAD KING 

 

MUST SELL 

Asking $4800.00 

 

(631)965.4394 
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2003 Harley Davidson 

 

ROAD KING 

Anniversary Edition 

 

 $7000.00 FIRM  

 

Any Questions call 

Contact Bob 

 (631) 210-4171 
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